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DVLA struggling to
change diabetes law

chris.tindall@rki.co.uk

THE UK RISKS BEING referred 1o
{he European Court of Justice (ECI) for
failing 1o introduce new laws overiuming
an outright ban on diabetes sufferers
driving HGWs
The DAVLA admits it ¢an-
nol guarantee it can change
the law by the August dead.
ling because it must st
arry out & public consulta-
tion (M 22 April),
However, it also says it
has not yet told  the
European Commission
[EC) it is struggling to meet
the deadline.
The news is a blow to pro-
fecsonal drivers who had to
gve Up their carger due to
(heir health and who have campaigned for
g dchiange in the Law.

However, the EC savs any member state
that fails to introduce & dirgetive in time can
be sued with a formal warmning and de-

-
&
i
im:md for @ swill resolution. Ulimately, the

case can be referred 1o European law lords
and the UK could even be fined,

An BC spokeswoman explains: “In case
a member slale [ails to tfranspose a
ditective in tlime, an infringement
procedure is launched by the EC for non-
communication. Tt starts with a letler of
formal notice and may be
followed by a reasoned
opinion, possibly leading to
the matter being brought to
the attention of the O

Charity Diabetes UK has
also waded into the row — its
director of care, information
and advocacy, Simon O'Neill,
says: “We would be extremely
disappointed if they did not
implement  the changes in
time and will follow up
accordingly with a campaign
if this was to be the case.”

A DVLA spokesman denies that the
fortheeming general glection 15 delaying
the intraduction; “Mo, that's not the case.
There's going to be a form of public consul-
fation, but [ ean'l pive you & lme scale”
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